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DRY CREEK RANCHERIA TRIBAL COURT
JUDICIAL CODE 
CIVIL COMPLAINT 
COMPLAINANT’S INFORMATION:

	CASE NO. ___________________

FIRST APPEARANCE DATE IN DRY CREEK RANCHERIA TRIBAL COURT:

Date: _______________________
Time: _______________________



NAME: _______________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________

______________________________________________

PHONE: ______________________________________

ROLL NUMBER: ______________________________
COUNSEL’S NAME (if any): ____________________

COUNSEL’S PHONE: __________________________
DEFENDANT’S INFORMATION:

NAME: _______________________________________   

ADDRESS: ____________________________________  PHONE: ______________________
______________________________________________   TRIBAL MEMBER? ( Y    (N
COUNSEL’S NAME (if any): ____________________ 

COUNSEL’S PHONE: __________________________

Court’s Jurisdiction. Please give a short, plain statement of the grounds upon which the Court’s jurisdiction depends. ____________________________________________________________ ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Facts and Circumstances. Please state your complaint below.  Number each statement chronologically.  Start from the beginning and explain what happened.  Please use additional sheets of paper if necessary.  COMPLAINANT alleges that DEFENDANT:
(1) __________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(2) ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________
______________________________________________________________________________

(3) ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________

______________________________________________________________________________

(4) ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________

______________________________________________________________________________

(5) ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________

______________________________________________________________________________

Relief.  Relief should include, but is not limited to the dollar amount that the party is requesting. When the demand for relief is the recovery of property, such property shall be fully described and, if money is demanded, the amount asked for shall be stated.  COMPLAINANT seeks relief in the form of: 
(1) __________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

(2) ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________

______________________________________________________________________________

(3) ___________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​____________

______________________________________________________________________________

Filing
(A) All civil proceedings shall be commenced by filing a complaint with the clerk, accompanied by a filing fee of fifty dollars ($50.00) and the costs of service.  The complaint shall be verified before a judge, clerk or assistant clerk, or any notary public.
(B) General. No document will be considered filed until the filing fee is paid or a Motion to Waive Filing Fees is filed. If the Motion to Waive Filing Fees is denied, and the filing fees are paid within ten (10) calendar days of the denial, the Complaint will be considered filed on the date the Motion to Waive Filing Fees was filed.
(C) Fee. The filing fee for a Complaint in the Trial Court of the Dry Creek Rancheria shall be fifty dollars ($50.00 U.S.). The fee may be waived at the Court's discretion for good cause.

(D) Motion to Waive Filing Fees. A person asking to file their Complaint without paying the fee shall file a Motion stating that they are the complaining party and that they are requesting an order to proceed without paying the filing fee. The Motion shall be accompanied by a Statement of the kind and amount of income earned by their household, household expenses, whether they are represented by a civil legal services program, and any other supporting information which will help the judge understand their situation. The Court may adopt a mandatory form for use. A copy of the Motion and Statement shall be attached to the Complaint. In the event that the Court denies the Motion to Waive Filing Fees, the moving party shall have ten (10) calendar days from the date of denial, oral or written, in which to pay the filing fees. Should the party pay the fees within the ten-day (10) deadline, the Complaint will be considered filed when the Motion to Waive Filing Fees was filed. Should the ten-day deadline elapse, the Court will consider the Complaint as filed on the date the filing fee is received.

(E) Other Costs Waived. A person authorized to file their petition without paying a filing fee shall also be entitled to have other costs and expenses deferred until the time of settlement or judgment of the action.
Service of Complaint
A complaint shall be served upon the defendant within one-hundred twenty (120) days of the date of Filing.

Notice of Service of Process
Any time a party files a document other than the Complaint with the Court in relation to a case, the filing party must serve copies on the other parties to the action and provide a Certificate of Service to the Court. Any time the Court issues an Order or Judgment in the context of an active case, the Court must serve copies on all parties. Service of process can be accomplished as outlined in Rule 404.
Return of Service
A return of service shall be endorsed with the name of the person serving and the date, time and place of service.  It shall state the manner in which service was made and shall be filed with the clerk of Court.

Effect of Incomplete or Improper Service 
Incomplete or improper service results in a lack of jurisdiction over the person incompletely or improperly served.  If a person refuses to accept, service shall be deemed properly performed if the person is informed of the purpose of the service and offered copies of the papers served.  If a person intentionally avoids service, the Court may also consider service as properly performed.  Upon order of the Court for good cause shown, if the Court or the filing party exercises due diligence in unsuccessfully pursuing service of process, whether personal or otherwise, a Default Judgment may be entered in accordance with Rule 702.

Time Limit for Service of Process
A Complaint must be served, and proof of service filed with the Court within one hundred and twenty (120) calendar days of filing, or it will be considered dismissed without prejudice by the Court with notice provided to the filer.  Upon order of the Court for good cause shown, a sixty (60) calendar day extension may be ordered in the event that the Court or the filer exercises due diligence in unsuccessfully providing service of process. 
Pleadings Allowed
(A) There shall be a complaint and an answer;

(B) If there is a counterclaim, a reply to the counterclaim; 

(C) If a cross-claim, an answer to the cross-claim;

(D) If a third party who is not an original party is summoned, then a third party complaint; and 

(E) If the third party is served, a third party answer. 

(F) No other pleading shall be allowed, except that the court may order a reply to an answer or a third party answer.

Complainant or Tribal Prosecutor’s Signature: _______________________________________

Date: ____________________________________
Time: ______________________________
Witness’ Signature: _____________________________________________________________

Date: __________________________      ( Judge ( Clerk ( Assistant Clerk ( Notary Public
( Filing Fee of $50.00
( Motion to Waive Filing Fees
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